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Message from the President 
I count the days since 
I last golfed:  well over 
a month.  That’s not 
really as long as it 
felt.  Like a month of 
rainy days, it kept me 
from the driving range 
or on the course.  But 
it also slowed me 
down enough to do 

some things I don’t typically do, like 
practice putting.  I’ve got a strip of carpet 
that I’ve rolled hundreds of putts on and I 
am so very hopeful this translates into 
strokes gained on the course! We shall 
see! 
 When we do get up and running, and 
as of 4/20/20 writing this, golf courses 
remain closed, we’ll start our casual play 
schedule.  Some of our members will want 
to get out and play and others will feel it’s 
too soon for them.  And that is Okay!  It’s 
truly a personal decision if you’re ready to 
venture out or not.   

There are many unanswered 
questions of how we do this in our post -
Covid experience.  How will scoring work?  
Will there be an actual hole or a raised 

cup?  What counts as a putt?  We don’t know 
yet. And I’m sure it will change over time.  We 
will follow what the NCGA does as we all 
evolve. Until we have more clarity on how we 
golf under new conditions, it’s hard to imagine 
how to manage a tournament. Our 
tournaments are as much an opportunity to 
socialize and enjoy the fellowship of the 
FWGA members as they are a competitive 
event.  Group socials are something that just 
can’t happen yet.  So, we’re cancelling the 
May tournament and we will have to evaluate 
tournaments from month to month. 

If you’re a fan of Brene Brown, you’ll 
recognize this is an FFT (first flippin’ time). 
We don’t really know how to do this.  We’ve 
never had to navigate something like this 
before. So be patient with yourself and be 
patient with us too as we try to balance our 
mission of providing opportunities for women 
to golf together with new health 
concerns.  We are adaptable by nature and 
we’ll definitely get our golf groove back soon! 
 

                          Jen Shaull 
                          FWGA President 

 
 NCGA Season Cancelled Through May 15th 
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Statement from the NCGA:  
“The NCGA is working with the state’s golf leadership 
organizations to speak with one voice to be sure golf’s 
interest are defended in the Governor’s Office.  Overall, 
the NCGA continues to work hard through this crisis to 
ensure that golf in the region returns strong upon the 
removal of the Shelter-in-Place orders. 

We remain optimistic that we will return to conducting our 
breadth of player programming and all meaningful playing 
opportunities for our members in the near future.  When 
we do return to our respective courses, the NCGA will be 
there to support your club and your game.” 

 



  

Golf Courses Prepare for COVID-19 

 

 

We are all eager to get back to our old lives before shelter-
in-place orders. It has been quite an adjustment for many of 
us.   
 
Hopefully, golf courses will reopen at least by the end of May.  
But it will not be the golf experience that we remember.  
Under COVID-19, modifications must be made to keep 
everyone safe.   
 

Golf courses will make modifications to comply with the social distancing and 
health requirements for a while into the future. Although our local golf 
courses have not announced their modifications, listed below are changes 
that we might expect:  
 

1. Everyone must maintain a 6 feet social distance at all times. 
2. The flagstick and the inside of the cup should not be touched.  To 

prevent golfers from touching the inside of the cup to retrieve their 
ball, some courses have inserted the cup upside down so the ball does not go into the cup.  
Since this prevents the golfer from “holing out”, it is not necessary to touch the flagstick or 
the inside of the cup.   

3. Or, completely remove the flagstick. 
4. The rakes might be removed from the bunkers. 
5. Groups might be limited to twosomes. 
6. If carts are offered, golfers will not be allowed to share a cart unless they are from the same 

household. 
7. Golfers must wear a mask.  As we have all learned, people can be asymptomatic and still 

carry the virus and infect others.  Please wear a mask to keep everyone safe. 
8. Some golf courses might require golfers to prepay online. 
9. Ball washers might be removed or are non-functional. 
10. Golfers should wear washable gloves.  Although this is not a requirement, it would offer an 

extra level of protection.  Or gloves that can be sanitized. 
11. A hug and a handshake at the end of the round is discouraged. 
12. If we can post, entering our score hole-by-hole should preserve the round for the women’s 

golf club statistics. 
13. If we can post, probably safer to post our scores on our phone or at home. 
14. The bar and restaurant might be closed. 
15. The range might be closed. 

 
Aside from the modifications…just think about it; we are playing golf and we are out in the fresh 
air on a golf course that has been frozen in time. 

Upside Down Cup 
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Will Not Return 
Whoozin was a victim of the Coronavirus.  They 
were not operating in the black before the 
pandemic and well when it hit, that was it.   
 
“As the owner, I designed the site, but did not do 
any of the programming.  It was a retirement 
project, and I've put in ten years of work without 
pay.    The site is finally where I wanted it to be, 
but we had about 20% of the volume we needed. 
I'm well into my 60's and, despite your 
encouragement, I am giving up” ☹ 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Mitch 
 
We are also very sad.  Whoozin was a great 
product.  We will forge ahead with a new product 
called Punchbowl.   
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NCGA Online Rules Courses 
Are Free Through May 

Ok, we have cleaned our clubs and cleaned 
out our golf bag.  Now let’s prepare ourselves 
to have an expert command of the 2019 Rules 

 

of Golf. Be the 
best rules person 
in the foursome! 
(or…twosome!) 
 
To sign up for 
online rules 
courses just go 
to https://www. 
ncga.org/rules/ 
courses. 
 
 
 

New Casual Play Invitation Program 

 

FWGA is trying a new invitation program for our 
Casual Play.  It’s called Punchbowl.   
 
Please watch the “Punchbowl Account Set Up” 
video on the Casual Play Schedule page on the 
FWGA website at forewomengolf.org.  You can 
sign up at any time.  I think we will be sheltering-
in-place for a while longer.  
 
Many of these online invitation programs make their money through advertising; consequently, 
their goal is to email promotional information to everyone that uses their service.  Please follow the 
set up guidelines in the video to minimize this advertising intrusion.  The FWGA Membership 
Account is a paid account that eliminates advertising; but, you will still see the promotions when 
you go through the set up process. 
 
Stay tuned for the next video in the series called “How to Use Punchbowl”.  A link to the video will 
be on the Casual Play Schedule Page at forewomengolf.org 


